Delay in the passage of the staff onwards to the bladder occurs from passing the point too low, or in other words, in not keeping the point in constant gentle contact with the upper surface of the urethra, so that it catches in the inferior wall of the bulbous portion of the urethra, either in one of the openings of Cowper's glands there situated, or in the lower portion of the triangular ligament. It also occasionally catches in the relaxed mucous membrane of the lower surface of the urethra at the apex of the prostato or under the ligamentous band at the neck of the bladder, if this part be spasmodically contracted, or the entrance into it obstructed and deformed by a portion of the stone being lodged there.
To overcome these obstructions draw back the point of the staff gently, and try if it will pass on when directed more to the upper wall of the urethra.
No force however should be used as false passages are readily made.
In some instrances it is obstructed by spasm of the urethra, in which case, if the instrument bo kept pressed against the part for a few minutes, the spasm may presently yield, or if this fail, the administration of chloroform may be useful.
Where the point of the instrument constantly catches in some obstruction, passing it immediately after micturition has been found successful; and in these cases a large instrument will often ride over 
